MENC Booster Tips

Music Booster Manual, copyright 1989 MENC

·      The booster program should always be thought of as an addition. The funds it raises are not a replacement for school funding to justified programs. Rather, it provides means for students to have music experiences beyond what the school can supply. 
·      The goal of a booster program is to assist and support the music educator so that he or she can maintain a music program that will be educational, enjoyable, and rewarding. But its authority should never reach into the content and priorities of the music program.
·      A booster group is a music education advocacy group. When possible, it should be involved in supporting the entire music program, not just the chorus or marching band. After all, these are community members who have seen how important the arts are in children's educations and in their school experiences.
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What can a BoosterGroup
do for your program?
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What can they do?

· Fund-Raising
- Suggest/Approve ideas
- Organize volunteers
· At a Concert
- Ushers
- Make/Serve Refreshments
· Equipment/Props
- Building/Maintaining
- Set-Up/Tear-Down
· Communication
- Newsletter
- Website
- Phone Log for parents/students
· Group Events
- Banquets
- Awards
· Uniforms
- Hand out uniforms at performances
- Clean/Repair uniforms
Types of Boosters 
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· On Trips/Camp
- Chaperones
- Nurse
- Car-pools 
· Merchandise
- Create/Distribute group merchandise
· Special Events
- Host families for visiting ensembles
- Volunteers for festivals, competitions, honor groups

· Recordings
- Photographer
- Videographer
· Publicity
- Contact newspaper, radio about music news
· Music Allies
- With a clear understanding of your philosophy of Music Education, your booster group can defend your program should the need arise.

Temporary Boosters�	These groups organize for particular projects and then disband.  Often the goal of these groups is a major fund-raising campaign to purchase things like new uniforms or equipment.





Performing-Group Boosters�	This is the most common type of booster group that supports one school performance ensemble.  In most cases this is the school band.  These parent organizations are permanent and hold regular meetings with elected leadership. 





Comprehensive Boosters�	These groups meet the needs of all music education in a school.  Band, orchestra, and choir parents are involved in these groups and sometimes involve junior high programs as well.  These groups are also permanent and run with parent leadership.  A comprehensive booster group is seen as the most beneficial and educationally sound of all of the booster groups.








